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BYU's International Cinema helps
de and the
in a different light, one film at a time.
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ity see the world

na cold December day in 1895, shortly after Christmas, a crowd of about 40
people gathered in the basement of the Grand Café in Paris for what would
later be known as the world’s first commercial public film screening. The event,

put on by brothers Auguste and Louis Lumiére to showcase their cinématographe
film camera, screened 10 short films that were each between 35 and 50 seconds in
length. None of these “moving pictures” had any kind of narrative attached—they
simply showed short clips from French life.

In the 130 years since, cinema has become a mainstream storytelling medium
used by filmmakers the world over to tell compelling, expansive stories that capture
the depth and breadth of the human experience. From the UK to Nepal, from Japan
to Central America, film reaches every corner of the world, connecting people and
teaching them about each other. And if anyone is looking for that life-changing, in-
tellectually expanding experience in Provo, Utah, they have a unique resource right
here on BYU campus: the International Cinema (IC) program.

The History of International Cinema
BYU's history of screening foreign films began back in the 1950s, when the French,
German, and Spanish programs would take turns showing films in each of their

languages. Finally, in 1968, German professor
Joseph Baker decided to institute a weekly in-
ternational film screening. Thanks to both his
foundational efforts and humanities professor
Don Marshall’s transformative leadership, the
foundation for the IC program was laid.

Fast-forward to today, and IC fills a critical
niche in the community both on and off
campus. The program shows three films each
week during fall and winter semester—about
80 films per school year—and hosts weekly
lectures by professors and experts to give au-
diences a deeper look into one of that week’s
films. In addition, the College of Humanities
offers an international cinema studies minor
for students interested in studying interna-
tional film as part of their degree.

“As far as we know, IC is the biggest
and oldest program of its kind in the Unit-
ed States,” says former IC codirector and
Professor Marc Olivier (Film and Media,
18th-Century Literature). “Every week, we
have a selection of new films—documenta-
ries, dramas, anything—not just in the usual
languages but also in languages that you've
maybe never heard of.”

International Cinema class (ICS 290), 2018

World Cinema Is Our Campus

Over the course of the program’s history,

IC has impacted thousands of students in a
variety of ways. Olivier has fond memories

of attending film screenings when he was a
student; he says that the program “opened
my mind. It helped me understand other
cultures, other ways of seeing things. It helped
me develop compassion and empathy in

ways that I never would have if Thadn’t
been exposed to those experiences
through film.”

Former IC codirector and current
Teaching Professor Brad Barber (De-
partment of Theater and Media Arts)
says that IC also allows students to get
to know remote places that they would
likely never otherwise encounter. “It
shares, I think, a light of curiosity for
our students,” he says. “They might
not have a chance to travel to Brazil or
Turkey or Tunisia, but we're screen-
ing films from there that show these
intimate, real stories from people’s lives
and imaginations.”

The best part is that IC can fit with
any student’s experience, whether
they’re well-versed in a second lan-
guage or not. Olivier gives an example
of a student who learned Spanish on their
mission: “Let’s say you've been to Mexico
and you have come to love Spanish. Maybe
you want to see a film from Spain, a film from
Colombia, a film from Venezuela. We can
offer an expansion of what you already know.
It doesn’t matter what you're studying; Inter-
national Cinema will add a new dimension to
your education.”

A (Literal) Beacon of Light

This new dimension of education isn’t lim-
ited to only students, either—IC stretches
its reach across campus to the local Provo
community and beyond. Screenings are free
and funded by the university, so while the
program does not market its films outside
of campus, anyone can attend and have an
international experience.

Current IC codirector Carl Sederholm
(Horror, Popular Culture, Literature and
Film) says that the openness of the program
helps build community. “We have several peo-
ple from the community attend our weekly
lectures and screenings. For them, IC serves
as a valuable means of staying close to BYU
and encouraging lifelong learning. One elder-
ly couple celebrated their 45th anniversary by
attending a screening.”

Olivier shares how IC contributes to
lifelong learning by quoting his favorite line
dictated by Joseph Smith, who said that if
we would bring souls to salvation, our minds

need to stretch as high as the heavens and

LEFT (from top): Perfect Days (Japan), Polina (France),
The Umbrellas of Cherbourg (France), A Separation
(Iran); RIGHT (from top): The Young Girls of Rochefort
(France), Letters to Father Jacob (Finland), The Quiet
Girl (Treland), Scrapper (The United Kingdom)

contemplate the darkest abyss." “I think that
awell-curated film at International Cinema
helps you do both of those things in a safe
environment,” Olivier says. “You can discuss
what you're learning with friends and truly
grow intellectually and spiritually”

As for Barber, his favorite part of IC is that
it provides an opportunity to share an expe-
rience with a room full of strangers. “There’s
something that happens when you watch a
film with other people,” he says. “You have
this communal experience. You experience
something together. You feel things together.
And it’s really special.” [

1. Joseph Smith, Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith,
sel. Joseph Fielding Smith (Deseret Book Company,
1972) p. 137.

Watch this Beacons of
Light video to see the

personal impact of the
IC program.

(bitly/BYUICBeacons)
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