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EDUCATION

	The University of Iowa, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

Ph.D. English

Dissertation: “No Vague Believers”: Postsecular Sensibilities in Contemporary 
American Fiction (Director: Lori Branch)

	August 2021


	Brigham Young University, College of Humanities 

          M.A. English
Thesis: “Saints in Gilead: Robinson’s Revisionist Calvinism and John Ames as a Reconciliatory Figure in American Congregationalist History (Chair: Trent Hickman)


	April 2013



	Brigham Young University, College of Humanities 

           B.A. English, Cum Laude

Minor: Marriage, Family, and Human Development
	April 2009




EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

2021 – Present: Assistant Professor of English, Brigham Young University
RESEARCH

Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles
“Seeking a Justice-to-Come in Louise Erdrich’s The Round House.” Great Plains Quarterly, vol. 44, no. 2, 2025, pp. 123-143. 
“‘Someday she would tell him what she knew’: the Nature of Belief in Marilynne Robinson’s Lila.” Religion and Literature, vol. 55, no. 2-3, 2024, pp. 49-69.
“Cormac McCarthy’s Postsecular Faith.” Cormac McCarthy and Theology, special issue of Intégrité, vol. 20, no. 2, 2021, pp. 15-33. 
 “Jewish American Literature: A Scholar’s Map.” Co-authored with Gloria L. Cronin, Resources for American Literary Study, vol. 39, 2017, pp. 81-143. 
 “Saints in Gilead: Robinson’s Revisionist Calvinism and John Ames as a Reconciliatory Figure in American Congregationalist History.” Literature and Belief, vol. 34, no. 2, 2014, pp. 54-73. 
Peer-Reviewed Book Chapters
“Souls All Unaccompanied: Enacting Levinasian Feminine Alterity in Housekeeping.” Marilynne Robinson, edited by Rachel Sykes, Anna MaGuire Elliott, and Jennifer Daly, Manchester UP, 2022, pp. 124-142.

Book Reviews

Stretching the Heavens: The Life of Eugene England and the Crisis of Modern Mormonism, by Terryl L. Givens, and Eugene England: A Mormon Liberal, by Kristine L. Haglund. Invited review for Mormon Studies Review, vol. 12, 2025, pp. 145-151. 
Other Publications
“Souls All Unaccompanied: Enacting Levinasian Feminine Alterity in Housekeeping.” Works of Recognition: Proceedings of the 17th Annual Craft Critique Culture Conference, in Iowa Journal of Cultural Studies, no. 17, Spring 2017, pp. 91-98. 
“Of Heroes and Humans: Atticus Finch and Modern Disillusionment.” Americana, vol. 7, Winter 2009, pp. 20-29.
Works in Progress
“‘A Person Can Change’: Postsecular Predestination and Prevenient Grace in Marilynne Robinson’s Theological Imagination.” 
“Soul Trading: Renegotiating Racial Identity in Toni Morrison’s A Mercy.” 

“Resistance, Repudiation, and Restoration: the American ‘indian’ in N. Scott Momaday’s Memoirs.” 

“‘Terrorist in a white shirt’: Navigating secular and religious (in)tolerance in Fatima Farheen Mirza’s A Place for Us.” 

PRESENTATIONS

Invited Presentations

 “‘I was not a soulless animal’: Identity and Personhood in Toni Morrison’s A Mercy.” 

Humanities Center Colloquium 

Provo, UT. September 22, 2022

Conference Presentations
“Prevenient Grace or Predestined Prodigal? Postsecular Possibilities in Marilynne Robinson’s Fiction.”
Panel on Contemporary Possibilities 

Annual Symposium sponsored by the American Literature Association

American Fiction: Forms, Genres, and Traditions  
Santa Fe, NM. October 16-18, 2025 

“Re-Reading Genesis: guilt, grace, and “the knowledge of the good” in Marilynne Robinson’s Jack.”
Panel on Marilynne Robinson’s Reading Genesis 

Sponsored by the Marilynne Robinson Society at the 36th 

Annual Conference of the American Literature Association. 

The Westin Copely Place, Boston, MA. May 21-25, 2025. 

“‘Terrorist in a white shirt’: Navigating secular and religious (in)tolerance in Fatima Farheen Mirza’s A Place for Us.” 

Panel on Religious (In)tolerance and Geopolitics in American Literature 

Sponsored by the American Religion and Literature Society at the 35th 

Annual Conference of the American Literature Association. 

The Palmer House, Chicago, IL. May 23-26, 2024. 

“Soul Trading: Renegotiating Racial Identity in Toni Morrison’s A Mercy.” 

Panel on Contemplative Practice and Writing about Race 

Sponsored by the American Religion and Literature Society at the 34th 

Annual Conference of the American Literature Association. 

The Westin Copely Place, Boston, MA. May 25-27, 2023. 

“Resistance, Repudiation, and Reimagination: the American ‘indian’ in Momaday’s Memoirs.” 

Panel on Practices and Poetics of Resistance 

56th Annual Conference of the Western Literature Association.

Santa Fe, NM. October 19-22, 2022

 “‘Common Words and Deeds’: Cormac McCarthy, Natasha Trethewey, and Monumental Literature.”

Panel on Past and Present: Memorial, Monuments, and Nostalgia. 

36th Annual MELUS Conference.

New Orleans, LA. March 23-27, 2022. 

“In Praise of Cloistered Virtue: The ‘Orthodox’ Women of Kaaterskill Falls.” 
Panel on Layered Identities: Women Writers and Jewish American Identity. 
Sponsored by the American Religion and Literature Society at the 30th 
Annual Conference of the American Literature Association. 
The Westin Copely Place, Boston, MA. May 23-26, 2019. 
“‘Belief is the Burden of Seeing’: Momaday’s Memoirs and Reimagining the Native.” 
The University of Iowa Craft Critique Culture Conference: “Speaking of Violence….” 
Iowa City, IA. April 4-6, 2019. 


“Rethinking Herzog: Notes Towards an Investigation.” 
Panel on New Approaches to Saul Bellow’s Work,
Sponsored by the Saul Bellow Society at the 29th 
Annual Conference of the American Literature Association. 
San Francisco, CA. May 24-27, 2018. 
Co-presentation with Daniel K. Muhlestein. 

 “Transcending Modern Justice in Louise Erdrich’s The Round House and LaRose.” 
Panel on Religion in Multi-Ethnic Literature of the U.S.
32nd Annual MELUS Conference. 
Hosted by the University of Nevada, Las Vegas
Las Vegas, NV. May 3-6, 2018.
“From Elimination to a Broken Hallelujah: Rethinking Stevens’ Strategies for Modernist Secularism in light of Fredric Jameson’s theory of Metacommentary.”
(Post)secular: Imagining Faith in Contemporary Cultures. 
Warwick University, Warwick, UK. June 8-10, 2017. 
Co-presentation with Daniel K. Muhlestein.  

“‘Walk a Step Past the Edge’: Re-Mapping the Sacred in Louise Erdrich’s The Round House.” 
Indigenous Resources, Literary Territories.
Sponsored by the Association for Study of American Indian Literatures (ASAIL)
28th Annual Conference of the American Literature Association. 
The Westin Copely Place, Boston, MA. May 25-28, 2017. 
“‘Souls All Unaccompanied’: Enacting Levinas’s ‘Feminine Alterity’ in Marilynne Robinson’s Housekeeping.” 
Marilynne Robinson Symposium. 
Nottingham Trent University, Nottingham, UK. June 10, 2016. 

 “From Kristeva to Robinson: The Nature of Belief in Lila.” 
Literature and Belief Symposium: Beauty and Belief. 
Brigham Young University, Provo, UT. November 5-6, 2015. 

“McCarthy’s Unobservable God: Witness and Imagination in the Ex-Priest’s Tale.” 
The University of Iowa Craft Critique Culture Conference: Changes and Exchanges. 
Iowa City, IA. April 2015. 

“Ordinary Vision: Family Life as Sacred Landscape in Marilynne Robinson’s Gilead.” 
Southern Methodist University English Department: The Place of Literature. 
Dallas, TX. March 2013.   

 “The Process of Fact and Fiction: Telling the Truth in In the Time of the Butterflies.” 
University of California-Riverside Hispanic Studies Department, Tales of the Borderland: 
Crossing Physical and Textual Borders in the Hispanic World, 
Riverside, CA, April 2012. 

“Reconciliation in Gilead: War, Peace, and Shifting Visions.” 
Brigham Young University English Symposium: Crossing Genres, Connecting Centuries. 
Provo, UT. March 2012.   

MENTORED SCHOLARSHIP

RESEARCH MENTORSHIPS
Undergraduate: 

Aubrey Boyle, Winter 2025, research assistant for writing project: “‘Terrorist in a white shirt’: Navigating secular and religious (in)tolerance in Fatima Farheen Mirza’s A Place for Us.” 
ACADEMIC CONFERENCES

Panel Chair, American Literature Association Symposium: “American Poetry”, Santa Fe, NM, November 7-9, 2024. 
Panel: Black Aesthetics 
1. “Taboo Bodies, Improvised Bodies: Biopolitics, the Physicality of Language, and the McKoy Twins in Tyehimba Jess’s Syncopated Sonnet.” – Noah Hickman, Brigham Young University. 
2. “Richard Wright’s Anaphora.” Candace Waid, USC -Santa Barbara
Panel Organizer, 57th Annual Conference of the Western Literature Association, Fort Hall, ID, October 11-14, 2023.

The participants in each panel below were enrolled in the graduate seminar on postsecular American fiction I taught during the Winter 2023 semester. The papers presented the conference are adapted versions of their seminar essays. I accompanied the students to the conference and chaired the panel focused on Mirza’s novel.  

Sustaining Filial Unity Through Self-Sovereignty in Fatima Farheen Mirza’s A Place for Us.

Participants: JoLyn Brown, Brittany Maloy, Rachel Terry


Postsecular Theologies in Marilynne Robinson’s Fiction


Participants: Eli Phillips, Samantha Sorenson, Zachary Stevenson, Kimberly Hansen

FUNDING, FELLOWSHIPS, AND AWARDS

Department Excellence in Teaching Award

Brigham Young University English Department, 2024-2025
Faculty Research Funding 

Brigham Young University College of Humanities, Winter Semester 2025, RA funding
Huston Diehl Distinguished Dissertation Fellowship
University of Iowa English Department, 2019-2020 

Summer Dissertation Research Fellowship
University of Iowa Graduate College, 2019 and 2020

Humanities Without Walls Pre-Doctoral Career Diversity Summer Workshop Fellow
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, 2018

Graduate & Professional Student Government Grant


University of Iowa Graduate College, 2018

Defining and Refining the Scholar of Faith Symposium Fellow


Brigham Young University College of Humanities, 2017 

Outstanding Teaching Assistant Award


University of Iowa Council on Teaching, 2017

Graduate Student Senate Grant 


University of Iowa, 2016

Parley A. and Ruth J. Christensen Memorial Award


Brigham Young University English Department 2009, 2011-2013 

Office of Creative Research Grant


Brigham Young University, 2009

ACADEMIC TEACHING EXPERIENCE

COURSES TAUGHT AT BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY

Assistant Professor

English 628R American Literature 1914-Present 

Winter 2024: Late 20th/Early 21st Century Postsecular American Fiction

Winter 2023: 21st Century Postsecular American Fiction

English 450R Literary Criticism and Theory


Spring 2025: American Literatures and the Religious Turn
English 389R American Literature post-1800 


Fall 2023: Race, Religion, and the American Dream


Winter 2026: Race, Religion, and the American Dream
English 384R Author Studies – Marilynne Robinson 

Winter 2022
Fall 2024 (crosslisted with 396R Studies in Women’s Literature)
English 357R Literature, Ethics, and Values


Fall 2025: American Values in 21st Century Literature
English 337R The American Novel

Winter 2024: Huckleberry Finn (Twain), Absalom, Absalom! (Faulkner), To Kill a Mockingbird (Lee), Beloved (Morrison), Gilead (Robinson)
English 303 Writing Literary Criticism 

Fall 2021: Toni Morrison (A Mercy)/Natasha Trethewey (Native Guard: Poems)

Fall 2024: Marilynne Robinson (Housekeeping)/Mary Oliver (American Primitive)

Spring 2026: Cormac McCarthy (The Stonemason)
English 293 American Literary History 


Fall 2021
Winter 2022
Fall 2022
Spring 2024
Winter 2025
Winter 2026
English 235 Studies in American Literature


Winter 2025
English 203 Ways of Reading

Fall 2022 

Fall 2023
Winter 2023

Fall 2025

Adjunct Instructor

English 293 American Literary History (Summer 2013)

Teaching Assistant

English 293 American Literary History (Fall 2012 – Winter 2013)

Graduate Instructor

Writing 150 Writing and Rhetoric (Fall 2009, Fall 2011-Winter 2013)

COURSES TAUGHT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA

English 3160 Literary Genres and Modes


Literature, Storytelling, and Life Writing




English 1200 Interpretation of Literature





Race, Religion, and American Dreams





Genre Studies in Black and White (Honors Section)



Literary Inheritances of the American Civil War




Contemporary Perspectives on American Puritanism




English 1355 Literatures of Native American Peoples




Restoring the Sacred through the Ethics of Care





Rhetoric 1030 Rhetoric








An Introduction to Writing and Rhetoric
English 2010 Foundations of the English Major (Teaching Assistant)
OTHER TEACHING EXPERIENCE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA

Writing Tutor, University of Iowa Accounting Writing Program

Accounting 4200 Accounting for Management Analysis & Control
Spring 2018

General Education Literature Program Associate 
Colloquium: General Education Literature



Fall 2018

Selected as program assistant to instruct first-time literature teachers on course pedagogy and materials. Responsibilities included weekly consultation meetings with program director, assisting in the creation of orientation for new teachers, consulting on assignment development and course management, completing course observation and evaluation classroom for each member of my group, participating and occasionally presenting in weekly colloquium. 
Project Coordinator

Iowa Digital Engagement and Learning (IDEAL)


Spring 2016
Assisted students and faculty in designing innovative assignments and course projects that use digital technologies to create work that endures beyond the semester. (ideal.uiowa.edu) 

Professional Development Program Co-Leader
Colloquium: Teaching Rhetoric




Fall 2016

Selected as graduate co-leader to guide first-time Rhetoric teachers on course pedagogy and materials. Responsibilities included creating lesson plans, consulting on assignments and course management, giving short lectures, and participating in weekly colloquium. 
COURSES GRADED AT THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA

English 3226 Literature & Culture of the Middle Ages


Spring 2015

ONLINE COURSES TAUGHT AT BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY-IDAHO

English 106 Introduction to Writing




Winter 2014 – Spring 2014

MENTORED TEACHING – BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY

TEACHING MENTORSHIPS

· Emma Fox, Graduate Teaching Mentorship, English 293: American Literary History, Winter 2025 
· Holden d’Evengée, Graduate Teaching Mentorship, English 235: Studies in American Literature, Winter 2025
GRADUATE THESIS MENTORING

M.A. Thesis Chair

· Tricia Cope, “‘Peace [that] could only be amazement, too’: Narrativizing Wonder and Strangeness in Marilynne Robinson’s Lila,” English MA, BYU, defense completed April 11, 2025.
Readers: Matthew Wickman and Aaron Eastley
· Brittany Maloy, “Challenging Binaries in Cormac McCarthy’s Silent Novel The Road,” English MA, BYU, defense completed May 29, 2024. 

Readers: Dennis Cutchins and Juliana Chapman

M.A. Thesis Committee Member
· Tabetha Wilson, “‘She Could Worship Now Even in the Desert’: the Monastic Life as an Escape to Higher Consciousness in the Works of Henry James,” English MA, BYU, defense completed April 4, 2025.


Chair: Dennis Cutchins



Readers: Edward Cutler and Makayla Steiner

· Samantha Sorenson, “The Rainbow Tree & Other Essays,” English MFA, BYU, defense completed April 1, 2025. 



Chair: Joey Franklin



Readers: Patrick Madden and Makayla Steiner

· Holden d’Evegnée, “‘The Truth of Our Historic Encounter’: Curating Networks of the Past in Colson Whitehead’s The Underground Railroad,” English MA, BYU, defense completed March 28, 2025.


Chair: Trent Hickman



Readers: Brian Roberts and Makayla Steiner

· Eli Phillips, “Reading ‘Particularized Worlds’: Apocalypse, the Postsecular, and Postcritique in Toni Morrison’s A Mercy,” English MA, BYU, defense completed March 27, 2025.             

Chair: Edward Cutler



Readers: Dennis Cutchins and Makayla Steiner

· Aubrey Dickens, “‘Fall Toward Me’: Queer Adaptations of Eden in Contemporary Poetry,” English MA, BYU, defense completed March 29, 2024. 

Chair: Kimberly Johnson

Readers: Trent Hickman and Makayla Steiner

HONORS THESIS MENTORING

Honors Thesis Chair

· Zachary Stevenson, “Leaving Town: Loss and Restoration in Marilynne Robinson’s Housekeeping and Gilead”, American Studies BA, BYU, defense completed February 28, 2024. 

Reader: Matthew Wickman

Honors Coordinator: Aaron Eastley

GLOBAL WOMEN’S STUDIES CAPSTONE PROJECT MENTORING

Capstone Mentor

· Ellie Bradley, English BA, Global Women’s Studies minor, BYU, project in process. 

CITIZENSHIP

Department Citizenship
· Assessment Coordinator, August 2023 – Present

· English 203 Course Coordinator, August 2024 – Present
· English Department Vision Statement Committee Member, September 2024 – March 2025
· Coordinator, BYU Undergraduate English Symposium, August 2022 – March 2023

· Assistant Coordinator, BYU Undergraduate English Symposium, August 2021 – February 2022

· Panelist, Brandie R. Siegfried Women in Academia Panel, March 2023

· Reviewer, English Department Locutorium Award, February 2022

· Book Lunch Introduction, Returning Home: Diné Creative Works from the Intermountain Indian School, by Farina King, Michael P. Taylor, and James R. Swensen, February 2022

College and University Citizenship
· Faculty Learning Center Gospel Methodology Workshop, Invited Participant, October and November 2023

· Emmeline B. Wells and Women’s Research Initiative Grants Review Committee Member, 2022

· Introduction, Dr. Marilynne Robinson, 5th Annual Interfaith Harmony Week Lecture, March 2022

· Promotional video interview for Marilynne Robinson’s 5th Annual Interfaith Harmony Week Lecture, March 2022
Professional Citizenship
· Board Member, American Religion and Literature Society, 2025 – Present

· Editorial Board Member, Literature and Belief, 2025 – Present

· Session Chair: Languages and Literatures, Utah Academy of Sciences, Arts, and Letters Annual Conference, Utah Valley University, March 22, 2025

· Essay Reviewer, Shofar, 2022

· Short fiction judge, Association of Mormon Letters Contest, 2022 

Graduate and Undergraduate Citizenship
· Senior Editor, Iowa Journal of Cultural Studies, 2018-2019 

· Graduate Advisory Committee Member, University of Iowa Rhetoric Department, 2015-2017

· Graduate Program Peer Mentor, Fall 2019-Spring 2020

Conferences

· Moderator: “Reckoning With Mass Violence and Organized Violence: Consumption or Reclamation,” Craft, Critique, Culture Graduate Student Conference, University of Iowa, April 5-6, 2019

· Session Chair: “New Perspectives on Saul Bellow’s Work,” Saul Bellow Society, 28th Annual Conference of the American Literature Association. The Westin Copely Place, Boston, MA. May 25-28, 2017 

· Panel Chair: Craft, Critique, Culture Graduate Student Conference, University of Iowa, April 8-9, 2016

· Moderator: Middle Earth and the Inklings: Celebrating the Worlds of J.R.R. Tolkien, A First-Year Seminar Conference, University of Iowa, October 24, 2015

· Panel Chair: Craft, Critique, Culture Graduate Student Conference, University of Iowa, April 10-11, 2015

· Panel Chair: English Symposium, Brigham Young University, March 15, 2013

Research Assistant

· Research Assistant, Garrett Stewart, University of Iowa, 2020-2021 

· Research Assistant, Gloria Cronin, Brigham Young University, 2009-2010, 2012-2013

Assisted in the research and editing process of an introduction of Jews in American history and literature. Published in Resources for American Literary Study volume 39. 

· Research Assistant, Daniel Muhlestein, Brigham Young University, 2008-2009

Assisted in the research and writing process of the article “Transfiguration and Aporia: From Housekeeping, to Gilead, to Home.” Published in Literature and Belief volume 28, issue 2. 

MENTORED CITIZENSHIP – Brigham Young University

· Supervised student intern and volunteers at BYU English Symposia, 2022 and 2023

· “Reading Religiously.” Interview with Zach Stevenson for The Utah Monthly, May 21, 2023 https://theutahmonthly.substack.com/p/reading-religiously
PROFESSIONAL WORKSHOPS AND TRAINING
· English Department Pedagogy Workshop, directed by Dawan Coombs (BYU), Winter 2025 and Fall 2025
· Living Faith Discussion Group, Winter 2024 – Present

· Christian Poetics Initiative, directed by David Mahan (Yale) and Matthew Wickman (BYU), Fall 2023 – Summer 2025 

· participated in quarterly meetings and a culminating two-day conference/workshop at BYU June 16-17, 2025
· GE Academy, BYU, Annually 2023 – 2025 

· Brigham Young University Pedagogical Training, directed by AVP Justin Collings, April 2025

· Publish & Flourish Workshop, directed by Tara Gray, Fall 2022

· Workshop on Narrative Care with Mary Clark Moschella, hosted by Jason Kerr, Fall 2022

· Writing Matters Seminar, directed by Brian Jackson, Summer 2022

· Christian Scholarship Workshop, directed by George Handley, Winter 2022

· Mindfulness Essentials with Thomas Wirthlin McConkie, Fall 2021

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

· Modern Language Association (MLA)

· Multi-Ethnic Literature of the United States (MELUS)

· Western Literature Association (WLA)

· Society for the Study of American Women Writers (SSAWW)

· American Religion and Literature Society (affiliated with the American Literature Association)

· Marilynne Robinson Society (affiliated with the American Literature Association)

· Association of Mormon Letters (AML)

LANGUAGES
Spanish: Superior Rating, 2016

Certified by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages Reading Proficiency Exam 

